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MESSAGE FROM THE
CHAIRMAN

Well, fall is finally here. | hope
you guys have been able to stay
dry with all this rain we have
been getting lately. It is definitely
keeping us here in the Valley on
our toes.

The end of the year is
approaching and | hope that you
and your businesses are thriving.
The way we manage our time and
effort is very important in having a
good end to the year. | know that
all of us are extremely busy, but
there is always time to volunteer
and help one another.

Our organization, TNLA, is an
excellent organization, comprised
of volunteers striving to further
educate and enhance the
nursery/landscape industry in
Texas. We need those who are
willing to serve on the Region
Board of Directors as well as on
committees. We need more
participation at our Region
meetings so everyone can get to
know one another.

The Rio Grande Valley and
Corpus Christi areas are growing,
and with your support at the
Region level, we can grow as an
organization to help TNLA strive
for better laws and regulations
that benefit our industry. | look
forward to seeing you at our next
region meeting on November
28, 2006 at Turner Landscape in
Corpus Christi.

JC Cavazon, Region VIl Chairman
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The Dirt on Expanded Shale

by Brad Garrison

xpanded shale is a type
of lightweight aggregate
that is pred in a rotary
kiln in a process similar to
clay ceramics. There are three basic
types of these aggregates which
are named after the raw material
that is processed: expanded shale,
expanded clay, and expanded slate.

Members of TNLA may be
familiar with expanded shale
because of its increasing popularity
as a soil amendment for a variety
of horticultural applications. Jimmy
Turner, director of plant trials at the
Dallas Arboretum and Botanical
Society, stated that he uses expanded

shale as a soil amendment in their
garden beds. (TNLA Green Magazine,
May, 2006) Lightweight aggregates
are also used around the dskinnedd
inpeld surfaces of baseball and
softball pelds, and as an integral
component in the growing medium
for green roofs and rooftop gardens.

For over a century, lightweight
aggregates that are pred in a rotary
kiln have been used in over 50 types
of applications worldwide. They are
used in structural concrete, masonry
blocks, highway ochip seal,6 and
geotechnical pll. It is the durable
(Continued)
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0ooo: November 28, 2006

000000 Turner Landscape, Inc.

6503 South Padre Island Dr.

Corpus Christi, TX

Qoo 6:00 p.m., Social Gathering
6:30 p.m. Old fashioned cook-out
7:15 p.m. Program and Regional Election
00000000 Tom Dickerson, TNLA State Chairman of the Board,
Eddy Edmondson, TNLA President, and
Jim Reaves, TNLA Legislative and Regulatory Affairs

Ooooor - DOoo

RSVP by November 21 to:

Tina Brandon at 361.991.9002, or to
TNLA Office, Tina Lindsay, 800.880.0343 or

tlindsay@tnalonline.org

~

Special thanks to our host, Turner Landscape, Inc.
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7730 South IH-35

Austin, TX 78745-6698

(512) 280-5182

Fax (512) 280-3012

email: info@tnlaonline.org
Web Site: www.tnlaonline.org

TNLA Events
TNLA Management Workshop on
January 19-20, 2007, in
Sugarland, Texas

TCNP and TCLP exams on
January 22, 2007, at Gill
Landscape Nursery in Corpus
Christi, Texas
For more TNLA certification
information,

visit our website, or call
Marisol Ybarra at 800.880.0343
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nature of aggregate particles that
give the ability to absorb and
retain moisture, act as a good
insulator, and be signipcantly
lighter than native aggregates.

Expanded shale and other
lightweight aggregates are pred in a
rotary kiln at over 2000éFahrenheit
to create a porous, ceramic particle
that is durable and resistant to decay.
They have the ability to increase the
porosity of the soil, and then absorb,
retain, and release the moisture
back for plants to use. By amending
heavy clay soils and other soil mixes
with expanded shale, soil porosity
and drainage will be improved. The
additional porosity helps to supply
oxygen and moisture to plant roots,
while creating voids that are capable
of channeling moisture through the
soil prople. Therefore, amending
soils with expanded shale can
signipcantly reduce the watering
requirements of a landscape.

The insulating qualities of
expanded shale help to reduce
soil temperature extremes.

To Texas gardeners this can

be benepcial in keeping soils
warmer in the winter and cooler
in the summer. Plus, expanded
shale is lighter in weight than the
native aggregates, so you can reduce
transportation costs, while taking
fewer trips because more volume
will ptin your trailer.

Texas A&M University has studied
expanded shale and shows that
amending clay soils will improve
growing conditions for plants in

Q&A

How do | apply expanded shale
in the landscape?

Steve George, extension agent
for the Texas A&M University
Extension Service, says to apply
3 inches of expanded shale and
3 inches of compost to all new
garden beds.

Several soil blending and
composting companies around
the Texas produce soil mixes,
available in bulk and bag,

by mixing expanded shale,
compost, and other ingredients
for use as a soil amendment in
bed preparation and tree/shrub
plantings.

poorly draining areas. One of the
most interesting uses of expanded
shale is drilling impenetrable layers
of soil and plling with expanded
shale to create a depned channel by
which water can percolate. It is also
a better aggregate to choose when
installing a French drain or other
applications in place of heavier,
native aggregates.

About the author

Brad Garrison works for Diamond
Pro, a subsidiary of Texas Industries.
TXI mines and processes lightweight
aggregates in two Texas locations. Brad
specializes in horticultural and grounds
keeping products used on baseball and
softball pelds. He has a B.S. degree in
landscape contracting and management
from Mississippi State University. U
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